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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SAFETY

OUT-OF-HOME CARE PROVIDER ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

	PROVIDER'S NAME

     
	NAME OF LICENSING/PLACEMENT AGENCY (if applicable)

     


As an out-of-home care provider for a child in the care, custody and control of the Department of Child Safety (a foster child), you are required to follow certain laws and policies concerning confidentiality and discipline, the reasonable and prudent parent standard and other related areas to ensure the health, safety, and normalcy of foster children placed in your care.  The following describes your responsibilities in these areas and acknowl​edgement to follow these requirements.

I.  Confidentiality

Out-of-home care providers shall protect and maintain the confidentiality rights of foster children by protecting and safeguarding all personally identifiable information about a child and his/her family.  Information related to the reason for a child’s placement or related to a child’s family is confidential information under A.R.S. § 8-807 and A.R.S. § 8-502. 

I agree to maintain the confidentiality of all written and/or verbal information made available to me about a foster child and will not share this information without the written consent of the Department of Child Safety (DCS) unless it is necessary for the care and treatment of a foster child.  Confidential information may only be shared on a strictly need-to-know basis with health care providers, schools, child care providers, legal rep​re​sentatives, and as authorized by the child's placing agency or guardian.  In addition to the above examples, any information regarding health, assessments of child abuse and neglect, and juvenile court records are all subject to confidentiality laws. 

I agree not to identify a child or youth as a foster child or post the child’s address, or any other personally identifying information on any social network, nor shall I discuss case information about any foster child on any social media platform, or with friends, co-workers, relatives or neighbors.
Foster parents: I also agree to discuss the need to maintain con​fidentiality with members of my household, including children under the age of 18 years, in an age-appropriate manner.
II.  Discipline 

I agree to follow the DCS Discipline Policy and the DCS Discipline Guidelines included in the policy. The DCS Discipline Guidelines set forth the Department's requirements regarding discipline, describe the crucial difference between punishment and discipline, and offer examples of positive and appropriate disciplinary methods.

I agree to not give permission to any person or entity (including schools) to discipline a child placed with me in ways that are inconsistent with the Department's discipline policy.

III.  Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard

I agree to apply the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard for foster children in my care.  This standard is the careful and sensible parental decisions that maintain a child’s health, safety and best interests, while at the same time encouraging the child’s emotional and developmental growth, that I will use when determining whether to allow a foster child to participate in extracurricular, enrichment, cultural and social activities. 

I understand that the purpose of this standard is to allow as much normalcy as possible for foster children.  I agree to 
allow all foster children in my care to participate in age or developmentally-appropriate activities, which are those ac​tivities suitable for children of the same chronological age or level of maturity or that are determined to be developmentally appropriate for a child, based on the cognitive, emotional, physical and behavioral capacities that are typical for the age group, respecting the specific capacities of the individual child. 

IV.  Acknowledgement

I acknowledge and agree to comply with the requirements described in Sections I – III above.  I also agree to provide care and supervision for any foster child placed with me, and to:

1. Cooperate with the current and future case plans;

2. Contact DCS immediately if an unusual incident occurs and complete an Incident Report;

3. Safely transport all foster children;

4. Return a foster child's information and other possessions, if the foster child is removed from my care.
I understand that failure to keep confidential a child's records or information may result in an adverse licensing action.

I understand that failure to comply with these requirements may result in an adverse licensing action, a license revocation, the removal of the foster child from my care, and/or other civil or criminal penalties.
References

· DCS Policy and Procedures Manual (https://dcs.az.gov)

· Foster Parent Licensing Rules, Arizona Administrative Code, Title 21, Chapter 6, Article 3 (formerly Title 6, Chapter 5, Article 58)

· Residential Group Care Facilities Licensing Rules, Arizona Administrative Code, Title 6, Chapter 5, Article 74

· Confidentiality Guidelines for DCS Foster Parents

· Discipline Guidelines Resource Book
· Azfamilyresources.org
· See reference sheet for more information.
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Equal Opportunity Employer/Program • Under Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VI & VII), and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and Title II of the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act (GINA) of 2008; the Department prohibits discrimination in admissions, programs, services, activities, or employment based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetics and retaliation. The Department must make a reasonable accommodation to allow a person with a disability to take part in a program, service or activity. For example, this means if necessary, the Department must provide sign language interpreters for people who are deaf, a wheelchair accessible location, or enlarged print materials. It also means that the Department will take any other reasonable action that allows you to take part in and understand a program or activity, including making reasonable changes to an activity. If you believe that you will not be able to understand or take part in a program or activity because of your disability, please let us know of your disability needs in advance if at all possible. To request this document in alternative format or for further information about this policy, contact 602-255-2500; TTY/TDD Services: 7-1-1. • Free language assistance for Department services is available upon request.
