
Arizona Department of Child Safety’s licensing standards are consistent with the draft model 
licensing standards identified by Health and Human Services, with the exception of four 
standards.   

 
1. Federal Model Standard: Foster Home Eligibility - Applicants must be age 18 or 

older.  
 

Arizona’s Current Standard:  
In Arizona, the minimum age to apply for a foster home license is 21 years of age. 
Applicants must have income or resources to make timely payments for shelter, food, 
utility costs, clothing, and other household expenses prior to the addition of a child in 
foster care, and it may be challenging for an applicant under the age of 21 to meet their 
household needs in addition to caring for a child in foster care.   
However, DCS policy does have an exception for kinship placements. Applicant’s age 18 
to 20 years old may submit a request for kinship waiver to the Office of Licensing and 
Regulation (OLR) for consideration to become a licensed placement for a related child. 
 
Arizona rules that pertain to this standard: AAC-R21-6-301(A)(1) 
and AAC-R21-6-401(C)(1). 

 
 

2. Federal Model Standard: Foster Home Eligibility Physical and Mental Health - All 
children who are household members must be up to date on immunizations jointly 
recommended by the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the 
American Academy of Family Physicians, unless the immunization is contrary to the 
child’s health as documented by a licensed health care professional. 

 
Arizona’s Current Standard:  
Even though Arizona law does not require a foster parent to immunize the foster parent's 
natural or adoptive children as a condition of foster home licensure, Arizona 
administrative code states that the applicant shall provide available immunization records 
that have been updated as necessary for each child household member. The lack of 
updated or available immunization records shall not prohibit licensure, but may be 
grounds for restricting the license to prevent the placement of infants, young children, 
and medically complex individuals. Furthermore, DCS policy clarifies that the 
Department shall restrict the placement of children from birth to age five in homes where 
foster parents have not immunized all of their own children. DCS policy states that the 
Department shall consider a child’s immunization records, according to the Arizona State 
Immunization Information System, when deciding on placement. The Department shall 
restrict placing children from birth to five years of age in homes where children who have 
not been immunized reside.  In addition, OLR has a policy that permits a child under the 
age of five to be placed in a foster home with a license that has been restricted based on 
non-immunized or under-immunized household members.  
 



Arizona laws, rules and DCS policies that pertain to this standard: A.R.S. § 8-509(I), 
AAC-R21-6-302(C), AAC-R21-6-314(7), DCS Policy and Procedures Manual Chapter 
4:4 and Chapter 4:6. 

 
3. Federal Model Standard: Foster Family Home Health and Safety – Conditions of 

the Home - The home must meet the following requirements: 1. Proper water heater 
temperature. 2. Swimming pools, hot tubs, and spas must meet the following to ensure 
they are safe and hazard free (and additionally must meet all state, tribal and/or local 
safety requirements). 3. Swimming pools must be equipped with a life saving device, 
such as a ring buoy. 4. Hot tubs and spas must have safety covers that are locked when 
not in use. 

 
Arizona’s Current Standard: 
Foster Home and Child Welfare Agency Life Safety Inspections accord with most of the 
federal standard.  
However, Arizona differs in the following:  

1. Proper water heater temperature: The recommendation is to maintain hot water at 
or below 120 degrees Fahrenheit. The hot water heater is inspected during all life 
safety inspections by the Department. If it is over 120 degrees, we recommend the 
family adjust the temperature below 120 degrees. 

2. Arizona’s rule ensuring safe swimming pools, hot tubs and spas only applies to 
homes licensed to provide care for children six years of age and under.  

3. Swimming pools must be equipped with a life saving device, such as a ring buoy: 
The Arizona rule that pertains to this federal standard only applies if a pool is 
deeper than six feet. 

4. Hot tubs and spas must have safety covers that are locked when not in use: 
Arizona rules only apply to homes licensed to provide care for children six years 
of age and younger. Arizona statute specifies that this section does not apply 
to…a home where every resident is at least six-years-old. 

 
Arizona rules that pertain to this standard: R21-8-113.B.6; R21-8-113.B.  
Arizona statutes that pertain to this standard:  A.R.S. § 36-1681(D)(7). 

 
 

4. Federal Model Standard: Foster Parent Assurance - b. Applicants will not use any 
illegal substances, abuse alcohol by consuming it in excess amounts, or abuse legal 
prescription and/or nonprescription drugs by consuming them in excess amounts or using 
them contrary to as indicated. 
 
Arizona’s Current Standard: 
DCS intends to add the federal model standard language to our foster parent agreement in 
the near future.   

 


