
P.O. Box 6030 ♦ Site Code C010-23 ♦ Phoenix, AZ 85005-6030 
Telephone (602) 255-2500 

 
 
 

Darren DaRonco, Public Information Officer 
602.255.2564 

darren.daronco(AT)azdcs(DOT)gov 
 

 
Statement Regarding DCS Involvement with Brittany Velasquez 

and her children  
 

Issue Date: March 27, 2018 

In response to news reports involving Brittany Velasquez, the Arizona Department of Child Safety 
would like to confirm, clarify and correct some details made public by other sources.  

DCS has two prior reports involving Brittany Velasquez and her children.  

On October 6, 2016, the Department received a neglect report that alleged Ms. Velasquez would 
leave her child with the maternal grandmother. The report alleged that the grandmother was too old 
to properly care for the child. 

A DCS investigation concluded there was insufficient evidence to prove the allegations. 

The child was seen on multiple occasions during the investigation. The DCS investigator concluded 
there were no indications the child was being abused or neglected and there were no legal grounds to 
remove the child. 

Superior police responded to the grandmother’s home on an unrelated matter. Police reported that 
they had observed the child and the child appeared healthy. 

The case was unsubstantiated and closed. 

On January 5, 2018, the Department received a neglect report that alleged Ms. Velasquez left her 
children for extended periods of time with the maternal grandmother without adequate supplies to 
care for the children. 

A DCS investigation revealed the mother was employed and was relying on the grandmother to help 
care for the children. 
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Ms. Velasquez did not reside with the grandmother. DCS observed Ms. Velasquez’s Mesa apartment 
and determined it contained all the supplies to properly care for the children.  

Ms. Velazquez was participating in a home visitation program.  

The children showed no visible signs of abuse or neglect. There were no legal grounds to remove the 
children from the parent’s custody. The Department provided daycare for the children at no cost to 
Ms. Velasquez so she did not have to leave her children with the grandmother. 

The case was unsubstantiated and closed. 

DCS had never taken custody of the children and did not place the children with the grandparents.  In 
both reports, there was no evidence that the mother was abusing or neglecting her children. 

While there were concerns raised regarding Ms. Velasquez’s previous mental health, no evidence 
was presented by anyone that indicated mental health issues were impeding Ms. Velasquez’s ability 
to parent. 

We understand these types of tragic events evoke emotional reactions; we too feel pain when 
children suffer.  However, we can only make decisions based on the available evidence and what the 
law allows. The Department acted in good faith based on the information we received and exercised 
our due diligence during these prior investigations. 
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