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#NationalAdoptionMonth

November is National Adoption Month

Our mission is to engage children and families to ensure safety, strengthen families and achieve
permanency. While most of the children that come into state care return safely to their families,
many cannot. For those children, our Arizona family must step up to provide an adoptive home.

Each year for National Adoption Month, we have the opportunity to tell the stories that inspire us to
do all we can to find permanency for children in need of an adoptive family.

Whether you are a DCS employee, service provider, foster or adoptive parent, it is because YOU
have stepped up in service to our most vulnerable that make these happy outcomes possible. Here
are four amazing Arizona Adoption Stories that are sure to warm your heart.

%@ AZ Adoption Stories @




A Dream Come True — Leon

Anyone who has met Kelley and John McGinn would say they are a truly special couple. They have been
foster parents in Arizona for the past 17 years. They have had over 40 foster children pass through their
home, including several sibling groups. They have helped shape them and help them learn. The

McGinns have been steady support to kids of all ages as they find their way through life. One of these
kids is Leon.

Read Leon's Adoption Story



https://dcs.az.gov/adoption-arizona-arizona-department-child-safety

Tons of Teens

Julie Crane and her husband Jimm married young — they knew they were meant for each other and took
the plunge. Julie was 17 and her husband only 20 when they tied the knot, but they were already thinking
about a family. Later, they added two biological children, Tanner and Bailey, to their growing family. As a
military family, they had a different kind of life, often moving around or dealing with Jimm’s deployments.

Read How the Crane family grew, and grew, and grew!



https://dcs.az.gov/adoption-arizona-arizona-department-child-safety

A Pit Stop

If you ask Kenda vonHamm what is important to her, she’ll tell you that she loves providing a place for
teens to stop before they head out into the world as adults. “What if we made a difference? What if these
3-4 years were enough to positively impact the road that that they are taking forward? Foster kids are
going to grow up, become adults and go out into the world whether we do something or not. Even if we
haven’t helped them finish growing up, they'll still be out there in the world, trying to figure out life on their
own,” says Kenda.

Read how volunteerism led to adoption... twice



https://dcs.az.gov/adoption-arizona-arizona-department-child-safety

Monique Hernandez and her husband Gerardo had never considered adoption — it wasn’t something
they had on their minds or felt called to. Adoption came to them in an unexpected way. In 2013, Monique
and her husband made the move from Colorado to Arizona. That same year, Esias Seumptewa was
placed into the foster care system in Arizona and began his journey to find his forever home.

Read how Esias became Armando

Thank YOU for all you have done and for what you will continue to do for Arizona's children and
families.

If you or someone you know are interested in fostering or adoption, please visit our website or call 1-
877-KIDS-NEED-U. (1-877-543-7633)

Sincerely,

Mike Faust
Director
Arizona Department of Child Safety


https://dcs.az.gov/fosteradoption/steps-becoming-foster-parent
https://dcs.az.gov/adoption-arizona-arizona-department-child-safety
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