
“I had to learn about labor
and delivering, how to change
a baby, what to do when your
baby’s crying, basic parenting
skills.  My foster parents

helped with that.”

— teen mom and 
foster care alumna 
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Arizona’s teens in foster care may face

transitioning to adulthood without dedicated

adults. Some teens may already have children

of their own.  Without a family, they have no

one to celebrate milestones and special events

with them.  They may not know how to do

their own laundry or manage their finances.

They may also have no one to encourage

them to continue their education. 

You can make a difference. 
Foster and adoptive parents who care for

teens are people just like you — people who

care about others and are willing to make an

investment in their future.  

Are you ready to make a commitment to a

teen?  For more information about how you

can open your home to teens in foster care,

call 1-877-KIDS-NEEDU (1-877-543-7633).

Arizona foster and adoptive parents say:

“Alot of the kids that are in the system have lived through things that you
and I will never ever even understand.  All it takes is just for you to reach
out your hand and say ‘hey, I’m here for you.’”

“One of the biggest misconceptions is that people think foster teens are
throwaways, they’re dirty, they’re mean, they’re tough, they’re all involved in
drugs, nobody wants them.  That’s the farthest thing from the truth.  

“Caring for a teen mom and her baby is not going to be easy, but it’s worth the
time; you’re helping someone else to improve her life and the life of
her child.”

“We truly do appreciate you.  You may not see it.  We may not tell
you; but deep inside, we really do understand that you are doing
something for us and we appreciate that.  So don’t think... that we
don’t care.   Because we do.  We really do care.”

— Arizona Teen and Foster Care Alumna

What the teens hope for in a 
foster family:
�“Be supportive and understanding.”

�“Help us work towards being independent.”

�“Be patient with us.”

�“Listen to our needs and wants.”

�“Be open-minded.”

�“Help guide us but don’t force your beliefs or
ways of raising kids on us.” 

“When I

graduated from

high school

nobody came to

watch me

graduate.  I went

all by myself and

cried all during

graduation.”
— foster care alumnus


