Arizona’s Kids Are
Counting On You!




Kids Need Ul!

“...0ne day | just thought, there are kids out there that need
families, that need homes, and they can’t wait. I'm available;
| have love in my heart and space in my home. Why wait?
They need me now.” - foster parent

Children belong in safe families - preferably their own.
But sometimes parents are unable to keep their children
safe and need the help of foster parents to care for their
children.

These children need a foster family for a few days, weeks,
months or longer while their parents
remedy the circumstances that
caused the children to leave their
families. Some children may never
be able to return home and need

a permanent family to love and
care for them through adoption. In
all cases, children need safe strong
families to succeed. Will you step into
the lives of these children?

“...0One day Maria just wasn’t in school. | learned that she
was in foster care, living in another town. My husband and

| decided we would see what it took to bring Maria into our
home and back to her school. She was so thrilled to come
back to her school and everything familiar...”

- foster mom and teacher




You Can Do It!

“...There are a lot of misconceptions about who can be
parents or adopt. We're not super parents; we are parents.
It doesn’t take some super-being type of quality to do what
we do...” - foster parent

Arizona kids need your love, your help and your home.
You do not need a college degree, lots of money or a big
fancy house. Are you:

e 21 or over?
» Single, married or divorced?

* Renting an apartment or
do you own your home?

» Able to meet your personal
obligations with your
current income?

« If you answered, “YES”, please consider being a foster
or adoptive parent to a child or sibling group.

To learn more, call 1-877-KIDS-NEEDU, 1-877-543-7633
or visit www.azkidsneedu.gov

“...Maria missed her family and was worried about what was
going to happen — especially to her brother, Tony.

She prayed for him every night. Even when they couldn’t see
each other, they emailed to stay in touch...” - foster mom
and teacher



www.azkidsneedu.gov

Training

“...A lot of the kids we have in the system now have
lived through things that you and | can never ever even
understand and all it takes is for you to reach out your
hand and say, Hey - I'm here for you...” - foster parent

Training is provided at no cost to help you prepare to
become a foster parent. This training helps you learn about
the rewards, expectations and process for becoming a
foster or adoptive parent. You will have the opportunity

to network with others who are opening their families

and homes to children. You will meet professionals who
work with children in foster care and adoption. You will
hear about the challenges and
the successes you can expect to
experience as a foster or adoptive
parent. You're not rushed into any
decisions. In fact, you are asked to
think and talk in depth about the
ways you can assist children who
cannot safely remain in their own homes.

“...When Tony came to live with us, we were almost as
excited as Maria. Tony and Maria cannot return home, so we
are looking forward to becoming a forever family through
adoption!.."H- foster mom and teacher




Support

“...I appreciated the training, but it wasn’t until | had a child
in my home that | recognized the importance of the friends
| had made during the class. The wisdom, support and
shared experiences are invaluable...” - foster parent

Our agency is your partner. Even though being a licensed
foster parent is voluntary, we provide you with financial
support to help care for each foster child in your
home. We also provide medical and
dental benefits for each child in
foster care. Fees, if any, for adoption
are often reimbursable. If you decide
to adopt a foster child, adoption
subsidies may also be available to
assist you in raising your new son or
daughter.

“...Marcus came to our home right from the hospital, 2 days
after he was born. His mom was just a girl herself at 15.

| could see that she loved him, but she was struggling with
her drug addiction and needed help. | figured Marcus could
stay with me until she got back on her feet. It made me feel
good to work with her to learn to be a parent...”

- foster mom




Will You Help?

“..If I had a message for anyone who is interested in being
a foster or adoptive parent it would be to DO IT! What a
great legacy: To know that you raised a child that might be
a world leader tomorrow...” — foster parent

Children of all ages are waiting for people like you to
make a personal commitment to them. In a moment’s
notice, a child in your community could need a temporary
or permanent home. You could be the lifeline that keeps
children in their neighborhoods, attending their

schools and connected with their
friends. The loving care of foster and
adoptive parents for these children

is needed in almost every community
throughout Arizona. There is a critical
need for foster and adoptive parents for
teens, sibling groups and children of all
ethnicities.

“..It took several years for Marcus’ mom to become stable
enough to bring Marcus home for good. Each time Marcus
had to come back into care, he came to my house. I'm really
glad that we could be there for him, and I'm glad we could
be there for his mom, too. They are both very precious
people...” - foster mom




Other Ways to Help

Arizona’s children need your concern, your love and your
help. If the timing is not right or youre not ready to make
the commitment to becoming a foster and/or adoptive
family, there are many other ways to be involved, including:
o Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA)

e Foster Care Review Board

e Mentor

e Arizona Association for Foster
and Adoptive Parents

* Volunteer

For more information on becoming a
foster and/or adoptive parent, or about any ;%*
of the organizations listed above, go to
www.azkidsneedu.gov or call toll-free within Arizona
1-877-KIDS-NEED-U (1-877-543-7633).

‘...l am so glad that | had a foster family that loved me and
my mama. My foster parents always supported me visiting
my mama and | always knew they wanted us to be a family
again. Thanks to my foster parents | could stay with my class
in school, even when things were rough at home. | don’t
know where I'd be if it wasn’t for my foster parents. | want
to be a doctor, and | have a good shot at a scholarship to
college...” - Marcus



http://www.azcasa.org
http://www.azfcrb.org
http://www.aask-az.org/help_a_child mentoring/about_mentoring.php

http://www.azafap.org
http://www.azafap.org
http://www.azdes.gov/volunteer
http://www.azkidsneedu.gov

Equal Opportunity Employer/Program ¢ Under Titles VI and
VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VI & VII), and the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination
Act of 1975, and Title Il of the Genetic Information
Nondiscrimination Act (GINA) of 2008; the Department
prohibits discrimination in admissions, programs, services,
activities, or employment based on race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, disability, genetics and retaliation. The
Department must make a reasonable accommodation to
allow a person with a disability to take part in a program,
service or activity. For example, this means if necessary, the
Department must provide sign language interpreters for
people who are deaf, a wheelchair accessible location, or
enlarged print materials. It also means that the Department
will take any other reasonable action that allows you to
take part in and understand a program or activity, including
making reasonable changes to an activity. If you believe
that you will not be able to understand or take part in a
program or activity because of your disability, please let us
know of your disability needs in advance if at all possible.
To request this document in alternative format or for
further information about this policy, contact your local
office; TTY/TDD Services: 7-1-1. » Free language assistance
for DES services is available upon request.Ayuda gratuita
con traducciones relacionadas a los servicios de DES esta
disponible a solicitud del cliente.
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